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Performance Highlights

Beijing, China                                                                                                                                  _

Shangri-La Kerry Centre’s Centro Lounge 4th Anniversary Bash                  October 25, 26, 27 2007

Los Angeles__________________________________________________________________ _

Legacy Partners Event, Bacara Resort, Santa Barbara (Bloom)                                       April 2008
Arabia Exotica, The Hollywood Avalon                        




October 2007
Occidental College (Finale of Cultural Awareness Series)                                                April 2007
ARTWater Music & Art Festival                                                                                         April 2007
Dandana (Glendora); Zena’s (Orange), Tagine (Beverly Hills), Cayenne (LA)  Winter/Spring 2007
taXim Live Music Bellydance Showcase, Studio Iqaat (monthly)                      June 2006 - present
Fountain Valley High School Cultural Week Performance                                             March 2006

Gogol Bordello Concert, The Troubador                                                                      October 2005
Oasis Dance Magic, Santa Ana Performing Arts and Event Center (Delites)               August 2005
Suzanne Teng World Music Concert, Levitt Pavillion Pasadena (Delites)                         July 2005
ArtLA (Contemporary & New Art Fair), Santa Monica Civic Auditorium
                     January 2005

Tokyo, Japan___________________________________________________________________

Siddique Grand Opening; Ganges                                                                                      May 2007

Komatsu Studio Showcase, Crocodile Club
                              August 2003

Las Vegas, Nevada_______________________________________________________________ 

Contracted performances at Desert Passage (Aladdin)
                   February-July 2002

Miami,Florida____________________________________________________________________

Featured artists in Orientalia! on Lincoln Road (Bellyqueen)

                 January 2002

Featured artists at Club Space (Bellyqueen)


            January 2001

New York (Theater Work)__________________________________________________________
Caravan to Cairo, NY/NJ Public Schools                                                                          Spring 2004

The Quest of Gilgamesh; Washington Square United Methodist Church, NYC
       June 2004

Mosaic: A Celebration of Middle-Eastern Dance, 12 Miles West, Montclair NJ(NYPACO)Sept, 2003

Candle Dance Solo, Serena’s Bellydance Odyssey, Pantheon Theater
                  January 2003      

Serena’s Solo in Best of Serena, Pantheon Theater


        September 2002

Flamenco Moro, Riesinger Auditorium, Sarah Lawrence College (Bellyqueen)                   May 2001

‘Yasmine’ in NYPACO’s storybook-theater piece Banat Al Amir 

                  October 2000


New York______________________________________________________________________

CureSearch Benefit, opening for Lionel Richie, Nemacolin Resort (PA)


      June 2004

Art Incubator Inaugural Exhibition, Ethan Cohen Fine Arts



      June 2004

¡Mira! Magazine’s 4th Anniversary Party



     June 2004

Artists’ Alliance Fundraiser, CSV Cultural Center



      May 2004

Spirit New York Grand Opening                                                                                December 2003

Children’s International Fair, All Soul’s Church



     June 2003
Brooklyn Ball 2003, Brooklyn Museum of Art



      April 2003

LRBT Ball for Blind Children of Pakistan, Ritz Carlton


                 April 2003

Persian New Year Celebration, Le Cirque



   March 2003

HANAC 30th Annual Gala, The Plaza Hotel 



October 2002

Gogol Bordello CD Release Concert, Knitting Factory                                             September 2002

LESBID Annual International Music Festival, Orchard Street

August 2002, June 2003
Unite1World Benefit at Galapagos in Williamsburg (Bellyqueen)

              November 2002

ASAMED Dance Showcases (Bellyqueen)            


              2000 & 2001

Featured artists at Dalia Carella’s Gala (Bellyqueen)



       May 2001 

Kazuo Ogawa’s Queens of Egypt Jewelry Show for Egyptian Consulate                      October 2000

Annual 9th Avenue Festival (Serena Studios)


                2000 -2004

New York Public Library, Celeste Bartos Forum (Serena Dance Theater)
                                2000

AIDS Benefit for DIFFA, Damrosch Park at Lincoln Center




     2000                         

Turkish-American Women’s Alliance benefit at the Knitting Factory




     1999

Opening act for Joan Jett at the Limelight (Serena Dance Theater)


                           1999

Jehan Kamal’s Ballet Exotiqa for AAMED Hall of Fame Awards at Club Ibis
 
                1998

Moroccan Feast of the Ascension, hosted by Friends of Morocco (NJ)

                           1998

Dallas, Texas___________________________________________________________________
TURANT Turkish Festival                                                                 




     1999


Media Appearances

Television:
“Goddess Instructor” on HBO’s Sex in the City                                                                   June 2000

Gordon Elliot’s Door Knock Dinners on the Food Network
            February  & March 2000

Rainbow News (Long Island Cable)


        November 2000

Guest Artists on A Las Ocho Con Fernando (Miami, Bellyqueen)

     
           January 2001 

“Burkha Beauty” on MadTV                                                                                           January 2005
Guest Instructor on The Tyra Banks Show                                                                     April 10 2007

World Dance New York (Weekly Cable Television Show)          Episodes 1,3, 13, 15,21,33, 35, 52

Print: 
Gear Magazine, fashion editorial with NJ Devils


             October 2000
The Observer (photo with Cyndi Lauper at DIFFA benefit)                                                          2000

The Daily News                                                                                                 Sunday May 20, 2001

Picky’s Magazine #15 (Japanese publication in US, full-page article)



    2004

¡Mira! Magazine


             July 13, 2004

DVD Releases:

Instructional:
Top-sellers “Bellydance Basics & Beyond” and “Heartbeat of Bellydance”
Performance:
“The Golden Apple: Bellydance Stars of New York”

Troupe Experience

BLOOM (LA) – director, lead dancer, choreography                                                      2007- present
Jillina’s Sahlala Dancers (LA)– guest lead dancer/ coach




     2005

Eshta (LA) – dancer


             2005-present
Sultan’s Delites (Inland Empire)– dancer



       2005-2007

Bellyqueen (NY)– founding member, core dancer and choreographer                               1998-2002

Serena Dance Theater (NY)- dancer
                                  1997-2000

Ballet Exotiqa - dancer


                 1998-1999

Jewels  (student group) – choreographer , director                        NY 1999-2005; LA 2006- present

Coaching & Choreography
-Coached Jessica Chastain for the dance in her role as Salome opposite Al Pacino in the Wadsworth Theatre production, May 2006

-Choreographed dance sequence for Rosanna Cacace in “A Language of A Single Breath” previewed at the Secret Rose Theatre in North Hollywood, December 2007

-Coached and choreographed Alexandra Fulton for Beauty Bar Pageant, Las Vegas, Dec. 2007
Teaching Experience
Los Angeles__________________________________________________________________ _

Hollywood Dance Center – Beginner & Intermediate, Choreography, Cymbals              2005-2007
Madilyn Clark Studio (No.Hollywood) Beg. & Advanced, Veil & Cymbals     
             2005 –2007
Garri Dance Studio (Burbank, for Bodygroove)  Beginner I & II                             June 2006 –2007
DanceGardenLA (Atwater Village), Director/Teacher – All Levels


April 2007 - present
New York__________________________________________________________________ _
Serena Studios Beginner & Intermediate Levels
                                1997-2005

Harkness Dance Center at the 92nd Street Y – Beg. & Open Level
           October 2002-Aug. 2004

Interfaith League Sanctuary Yoga – Beginning & Intermediate Bellydance       February 2000-2005

Lehman College at Jacobi Medical Center (Bronx)

     November 2003-2004

Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville NY                                               March 2001, November 2002

Crunch Fitness – Belly Moves
                  February 2000-2002

AFAA (Aerobics & Fitness Association of America) certification                                        April 2000

Workshops 
9/8 rhythm & Egyptian Pop Choreography (Singapore)
Egyptian Pop Choreography (Albuquerque) Tribal Souk                                           November 2006
Zahra Zuhair’s Idyllwild Dance Retreat (Rhythm Lab II)                                           September 2006
Dance Day at Oakwood School (North Hollywood)                                                       January 2006
Children of the Night, Van Nuys (Philanthropy)                                                     Jan 2006 - present
Rhythm Lab w/Raquy Danziger (NYC & LA)                                            December 2005, May 2006

Komatsu Studios, Tokyo & Yokohama Japan                                   August 2003 & 2004, May 2007

Serena Studios (Finger Cymbals), NYC
   

           February 2003

Fieldston School, Riverdale NY
                         November 2002

Barnard College

    
         November 2002

Serena Studios (Choreography), NYC



  October 2002

MidEast Dance Exchange, Miami                                                        January 2001 & January 2002

Sarah Lawrence College – Introductory Course
           Spring 2001, 2003, 2004

Columbia Teacher’s College                                                                                                       1999 New York University                                                                                                                    1998  


Dance Training

___________________________                   Bellydance _________________________________
Fahtiem, The Dancer’s Studio                                                                        December 2004 – 2007
Zahra Zuhair 
            February 2005 - present
Tamra Henna, Pacific Arts Center
 



     2005 
Serena Wilson, Serena Studios                                                                                          1996-2005
Yousri Sharif, Times Circle Studios                                                                                    1998- 2004 Jehan Kamal, Temple of Near East Dance

                       1997-2001

Azza Amon, Serena Studios


                 1997-1999

Andrea Anwar, Anahid Sofian Studio


                 1996-1998  

_______________________________________ Flamenco _____________________     _______
Omayra Amaya,Times Circle Stud. (Flamenco)            Spring & Winter 2003, Spring & Winter 2004  

Katerina Tomás, LACC (Flamenco)                                                      September – December 2005
Jose Molina, Times Circle Studios (Flamenco)
                                 2000-2004

La Meira, Times Circle Studios (Flamenco)                                      January 2003 – November 2004

JoDe Romano, Harkness Dance Center (Flamenco)                                  October 2002 – July 2004

___________________________________________ Other                      ___________________
Irani DaSilva (Afro-Brazilian Samba)                                                                 Autumn 2007-present
Seema Iyer, Lotus Dance (Hindi Film Dance)

         Winter/Spring 2003

Sal Pernice, Harkness Dance Center (Jazz)
        October 2003 – June 2004

Funmilayo, Djoniba Dance (Congolese)                                           September 2002-February 2003

Pomona College (Ballet III, Modern II)                                                                               1992-1995

Diana Hauser, Ballet Academy (ballet & pointe)



      1977-1988


Regularly Scheduled Performances 


Los Angeles__________________________________________________________________ _

Café Dahab (August 2005-March 2006)


New York___________________________________________________________________

Mehanata (2003-2005), Tagine (1999-2005), Kush Lounge (2001-2004), Al Baraka (2002-2004), Zitoune (2003-2004), Chez Es Saada(2002-2003), Taj Lounge (Spring 2003), Club Luxx, Williamsburg (2002-2003), Sago (2001-2002), Turkuaz, (2000-2001), L’Orange Bleue (1998-1999)

With frequent guest appearances at Lafayette Bar & Grill & The Cupping Room

Education

Bachelor of Sociology, Pitzer College 



     1991-1995

(with a semester in Turkey focusing on women’s studies)                                                                                           

Skills

Languages:  Turkish, Spanish, French, Beginning Arabic

Dance Styles: Egyptian Raks Sharki, Turkish/Egyptian Cabaret, Fusion, ‘Gypsy’ Style, Khaleegy

Props: Sword, Candle Tray, Cane, Fan, Handheld Candles, Candelabra (Shemadan), Wings, Veil 

Instruments: Finger Cymbals, Basic Darbuka (Arabic hand drum), Castanets, Beginning Riqq (Arabic tambourine)

Green Belt: Jun Chong Tae Kwon Do (North Hollywood, Wilshire)


[image: image1.png]